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Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project 
Requesting Permit to Collect Giant Airplants for Volunteer Gardens 

Teresa M. Cooper PhD 

Need to Request Permit to Collect Giant Airplants for Volunteer Gardens 
This document has been written to help volunteers participating in the Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation 
Project become volunteer gardeners (growing giant airplants (Tillandsia utriculata L.) in their volunteers). Part of 
becoming a volunteer gardener requires that a volunteer submit a request for a permit to collect giant airplants (as 
well as a letter of permission from the land manager of the Natural Area and a Summary of Research) to the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry. This document explains how land 
managers and volunteers can get through this process. 

Regulatory Agency 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry (FDACS:DPI) 
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Plant-Industry 

Form to be Submitted 
Request for permit to harvest endangered or commercially exploited plant(s) or plant part(s), form FDACS-08051; 
download the form at: http://forms.freshfromflorida.com/08051.pdf 

Filling out the Form 
On the request FDACS-08051 form, the following questions are answered (information will be provided by the 
volunteer and the land manager): 

Question 1: Name of the agency that oversees the Natural Area(s) from where the seeds and plants will be collected. 
Give a name, telephone and fax numbers, and email address of a contact for the agency as well as a mailing address. 

More than 1 Natural Area may be listed on a Permit if those Natural Areas are under the same agency. If this is the 
case, the names of the Natural Areas overseen by the agency are listed in Question 5. 

If a request for a permit is being submitted for only 1 Natural Area, the name of the agency may or may not be the 
same (permission may be required from the land manager of the Natural Area, in which case the Natural Area is the 
agency; or the Natural Area is part of a larger system and the land manager at the level that manages all of the 
Natural Areas may have to be listed as the agency). 

Question 2: The name of the volunteer gardener; i.e., the person on whose property the seeds and plants will be 
propagated and who is requesting the permit. Only 1 person should make the request. 

Question 3: If this is a request for a new permit, then answer “no”; if this is a renewal of an existing permit, then 
answer “yes” and give the permit number. (Most permits are given for 1 to 2 years. Because T. utriculata will 
require several years to grow from seed to the medium size category, depending on the expected length of an 
experimental run, volunteers may need to resubmit for permits.) 

Question 4: The name of the volunteer gardener as well as other volunteeers associated with the Natural Area(s) and 
participating in the Save Flordida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project who wish to help with collection are listed 
here. 

Question 5: Give the latitude and lontitude or Section, Township, Range that identifies the location of the Natural 
Area(s); include the entire geographic area for a given Natural Area. 

Question 6: The owner of the Natural Area(s). Give address. 

Question 7: Request 2 years, from date of submission of FDACS 08051 form to 2 years later. 

Question 8: Mark “other” and write: 

Tillandsia utriculata L. seeds, and healthy seedlings and plants with a longest leaf length up to 30 cm, will be 
collected from the Natural Area(s) listed in question 5. The seeds will be collected from plants that are releasing 

!  1

http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/frank/savebromeliads/
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Plant-Industry
http://forms.freshfromflorida.com/08051.pdf


Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project                                                                   http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/frank/savebromeliads/ 
Requesting Permit to Collect Giant Airplants for Volunteer Gardens                                                                                SFBCP-Exp-002-Permit.pdf

seed; approximately 50% of seeds from a given plant will be collected and seeds will be collected from no more 
than 100 plants per Natural Area. Seedlings and young plants will be collected from locations where the plants 
would likely die, such as from the forest floor or from small twigs or other precarious locations. Up to 1,000 
seedlings and young plants per Natural Area may be collected. These plants will be collected as part of the Save 
Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project (http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/frank/savebromeliads/index.html) and will be 
used in experimental research (see attached summary of research, SFBCP-Exp-002-Sum-Research.pdf). 

Question 9: Mark “other” and write: 

The natural area(s) from which the seeds and plants are being collected are participating in a conservation effort to 
save these plants. 

Question 10: In the 1st column, write: Tillandsia utriculata L., giant airplant. 

In the 2nd column, write: Seeds will be collected from up to 100 plants producing seeds and no more than 50% of 
seeds shall be removed from a plant; seedlings and young plants up to a size of longest leaf length = 30 cm will be 
collected. 

In the 6th column (under *Research), write: Structures used for seed and plant propagation as well as water and 
nutrient regimens will be experimentally tested in Volunteer Gardens (see attachments, SFBCP-EXP-002-Sum-
Research.pdf). 

Question 11: Signature of person submitting the form (the volunteer gardener). 

Submitting the Form to FDACS-08051 
Submit the form to: 

Dr. Patti J. Anderson 
patti.Anderson@freshfromFlorida.com 

Send an email, with brief explanation of what you are submitting and why, as well as a copy of the completed Form 
FDACS-08051; a letter of permission from the land manager; and a copy of the summary of research (SFBCP-
Exp-002-Sum-Research.pdf). Do not send this form. 

Suggested email: 

Dear Dr. Anderson: 
I am submitting a request for collecting Tillandsia utriculata from [list Natural Area(s) from where the 
plants will be collected; listed in Question 5]; please see attached form [name you gave permit file, 
including extension]. I am a volunteer of [this natural area or these natural areas] and am participating 
in the Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation Project. This conservation effort aims to save Florida’s 
native bromeliads that are being destroyed by an invasive bromeliad-eating weevil, the Mexican bromeliad 
weevil, Metamasius callizona. I have permission from the land manager [name of land manager] of 
[Agency over-seeing the Natural Area(s); given in Question 1], where I will be collecting T. utriculata 
seeds and plants. Attached is a letter of permission from [name of land manager] stating that [she or he] 
allows me to collect seeds and plants. 

I will collect T. utriculata seeds and young plants from [Natural Area(s); listed in Question 5] and bring 
them to my property, where I will propagate the seeds and plants until they reach a size when the plants 
become attractive to the weevil. Then, the plants will go [state where the plants will go; see summary of 
research], where they will be protected from the weevil until they produce seeds. The seeds will be used to 
repopulate the forests of [Natural Area(s); if more than 1 Natural Area, state: seeds will be returned to 
the Natural Area from which the the parent plants came]. I will propagate seeds and plants using a 
method developed by Dr. Teresa M. Cooper; attached is a summary of research (SFBCP-Exp-002-Sum-
Research.pdf). 

Sincerely, 
Name 
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Suggested letter of permission (fill in the highlighted parts): 

Name and title of land manager 
address, phone number, and email 

Date 

Attn:  Dr. Patti J. Anderson 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Division of Plant Industry 
1911 SW 34th Street/P.O. Box 147100 
Gainesville, Florida 32614 

Re:  Permission from [land manager name], land manager of [Agency of Natural Area(s); given in 
Question 1], for [volunteer name; given in Question 2] to collect Tillandsia utriculata seeds and young 
plants from [Natural Area(s); listed in Question 5]. 

Dear Dr. Anderson: 

I am the land manager of [Agency of Natural Area(s); given in Question 1]. [Volunteer name; given in 
Question 2] is submitting a request for permission to collect Tillandsia utriculata seeds and young plants 
from [Natural Area(s); listed in Question 5], as part of the Save Florida’s Bromeliads Conservation 
Project, a project that aims to protect T. utriculata from an invasive bromeliad-eating weevil, the Mexican 
bromeliad weevil (Metamasius callizona). Because T. utriculata is on Florida’s Endangered Plants List, a 
request from [volunteer name; given in Question 2] must be submitted to Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry (FDACS:DPI) to be able to collect seeds 
and plants. The request requires a letter of permission from the land manager of the natural area(s) from 
where the seeds and plants will be collected. This a letter of permission stating that I give [volunteer 
name; given in Question 2] permission to collect T. utriculata seeds and young plants from [Natural 
Area(s); listed in Question 5], pending receiving permission from the FDACS:DPI. 

Sincerely, 
Land manager name 
Title 
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